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BACK TO SCHOOL

BY SHERRY WINK

The summer was almost over. It was the first of September
and school started right after Labor Day. Now some of the
Sitzman kids were excited. They liked school! They were
happy about seeing their favorite friends every day and even
about seeing the teachers again.

The girls especially liked the new clothes they got each year.
While Mom Sitzman and Grandma Roberts made most of
their clothes, each school year all the kids got one new set of
store bought clothes. For the girls, it was a nice dress, and
for the boys, new overalls and maybe a new shirt if needed.
And each and every kid got a new pair of shoes to start
the year with.

For Larry, that last item was the problem! He HATED
wearing shoes. Well, maybe once it got cold in the winter,
it was fine. With some nice wool socks to keep the boots
warm. Why there was nothing wrong with that. And of
course, he wore shoes to go to church or special

occasions.  But wearing shoes every day in
September, while it was still summer outside??

Well, that just WRONG

in his mind.

was

Every spring, when the weather started getting

warm, the kids started begging Mom Sitzman

to be able to go barefoot. She always carefully

considered the weather, the month, etc. before
making her decision. She knew once she gave permission,

there was no going back. The boys would be going barefoot
from then on even if there was a late blizzard! So she always
made them wait until at least the last part of May to ditch
the shoes.

But now that school was starting again, there was no
argument. When you went to school, you wore shoes.
Every day. Like it or not. That’s not to say you couldn’t
take then off once the day was over. But all during the day
when the weather was warm, Larry considered it a form of

torture to keep those heavy farm boots on.

Each summer, when the new Sears catalog came in, Mom
and Dad Sitzman let each kid pick a new pair of shoes from
the pages. For most of the boys, that was a no brainer! Just
another pair like they had before. For the girls, it took days
for them to decide on the style, color, heel, and other
important details that only girls seemed to have knowledge
of. But Larry just hated even looking at the pictures of
those boots knowing he would have to wear them
all too soon.

This year, he spent especially a long time
looking at the new athletic shoes. Made from
rubber and canvas, he thought they looked so
much more comfortable and cool. But Mom
just shook her head, and Dad talked about
how unpractical they would be to do chores
in, or for walking in the snow or mud in bad
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So Larry just looked and dreamed of these
wonderful shoes, and sadly ordered a new pair of boots just
like every year.

weather.

A week before school was to begin, Dad Sitzman came home
driving the Model A pickup, and ahoogaing the horn. Mom
quickly went to the yard to see what was happening, and of
course, kids appeared from all corners of the place to
find out too!

Dad jumped out of the truck, and said: “Look what came in
at the Post Office today!” And the whole bed of the Model
A was filled with packages! There was a box of shoes each
for all twelve kids and other packages of all the dresses and
shirts and overalls for all of them too! It was like Christmas
in the summertime! Most of the kids were excited and
started grabbing at boxes and tossing them every which way
looking for their own before Dad Sitzman waded in and
imposed some order to the chaos. He firmly stated he
would be the one doing the distributing and everyone would
just have to wait their turn.

So one by one, he started handing out parcels. Mom
Sitzman kept a close watch to make sure that everything that
was ordered was received. You never knew when they were
going to send the wrong color or size, and it was easiest to
take care of that right way if it happened. As each parcel was
handed out, they were quickly torn open, and the new items
pulled out and displayed. Soon the girls were comparing
their new shoes, and holding up their new dresses to show

off the perfect color they had picked out.

The boys weren’t quite so excited by their new clothes and
shoes, but they still had a good time making fun of their
sisters!  The twins Richard and Robert grabbed Suzanne’s
new shoes and started clomping around in them and while
she was chasing after them, Leonard picked up her dress and
started sashaying around with it held in front, and saying
funny things in a high voice and batting his eyes at the other
kids. Most of them were cracking up, but Mom Sitzman
soon made the boys hand the items back over the offended
Suzanne who then huffed off into the house. She felt like

she was a young lady now who shouldn’t have to put up

with such childish behavior.

Now Larry was just as ornery during all this, but he wasn’t
He had opened the box,
glanced at the leather boots, and sat it down in a corner,
sighing heavily, before going back to teasing the girls again.
So he was surprised when Dad Sitzman called his name.
Dad was looking at the last package in the truck, and saying,
“Hey Larry, this one has your name on it too!” Larry was
puzzled because he knew he had both his new pair of shoes
and his new clothes so he had no idea what was in that
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excited about his new shoes.

parcel. But it didn’t take him long to rip it open to find
out.

Larry’s jaw just about his the ground when he opened the
package to see a bright black and white pair of Ked’s
athletic shoes shining out at him! He was actually
speechless for a few minutes, which if you know Larry, you
knew how rare that was! Seems Mom and Dad had a long
talk about Larry and his shoe blues and decided he was old
enough to take care of these new shoes. He had to promise
to always change into his work boots for chores, or bad

weather, but otherwise, he was allowed to wear this pair.

So today was the first of
September, and  School
started next week. But for

the first time in many

years, Larry was finally

looking forward to it,
with his new light pair
of wonder shoes!
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Model “A”cessories

Trafhic Signal Finders

These handy little gadgets were quite popular in the early days of automobiles. For the Model A, the design with the visor
sticking out over the windshield made seeing the overhead traffic signals difficult to see without scrunching down and
twisting your neck. These little reflectors worked similar to our modern side mirrors that say “objects in mirror are closer than they
seem”. The concave shape makes objects look smaller and closer. It also shows a wider angle view, like a fish eye lens. All in all, they
seemed to work quite well as they remained popular throughout the 50’s.

Sport Shoes!

We have a tendency to think that having specialized athletic
shoes is a modern thing. Not so! Check out these ads from
1928-1931. Although they weren’t as specialized as today,
there were still shoes made specifically for sports.  You might
even recognize some of these brands, although in the case of
Goodrich or Firestone more for tires than shoes!

"This lucky shot

started with good footwork™




KiDS AND THEIR “A’’S!

Annabell

can hardly wait

until Uncle John Duden

finishes

the restoration on

this pickup!

Lily. Yager was about 20
months old in this picture
but she already looks ready
to hit the road!

Number one Grandson of

Jay McCord, Seth with|The two Orlando kids, from

Grandpa’s new AA truck. |Dover Delaware two are

‘ dreaming of when this Model A

Looks like Nyssa is having a lot of fun
riding in this A in the snow! Nyssa lives in

Toronto Ontario

Nevin and Ian Munson, with a few years in between pictures. Looks like
they still enjoy that rumble seat!

Tyler
enjoying
here!

Model A seem to make

a great

Johnson is

(L to R); Ian, Tyler and Annie Johnson. We are
with the Central Wisconsin Chapter MAFCA and

several hobbies| 11olden and A J Simmons

are from

live in Amherst Wisconsin. This picture was taken

Fishing  and | Ojlahoma. Looks like it had been a long near there on Lake Emily, the beach is in the

combination!

Model A day!

background.




Tanner Windemuller loves this Model A pickup. He is from

Holland Michigan.

Jim Jennings’ Fordor got a lot of
attention at Cruise Night at Mayfield
Village, Ohio

A friend of Don Turley is enjoying her first
experience with a Model A. She's only 10 and
ready to drive!

Here is Alyssa Aguirre working on the
family Model A.

Alyssa lives in Grants Pass, Oregon!

Sean Hudson did his best to help his
dad work on this frame off restoration.
Sean is from College Station Texas.

Here is a photo of John Duden when he first got
his 1928 AA truck. It is now restored and John is

19 and still driving it!

Ethan Bond enjoys helping
his dad Tanner keep their
A’s clean and shiny! Ethan
lives in Montgomery Texas.

Nathan & Harrison Barrett returning
from tour to Rough & Ready CA a few
years ago. Both these guys, now in their
20's, are currently Santa Clara Valley
Chapter (SCVC) and MAFCA members
in California! Nathan applied and
received a college scholarship from
MAFCA. They are third generation
Model A ers!
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SiIX THINGS ARE DIFFERENT!

This Model A’s made it to the top of the mountain pass! But the one on the top seem to have lost a few items on the way
up! Can you find them without looking at the hints?

The answers are on page 9 but don'’t peek too soon!



A Fun Saying About the Model A!
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Display Idea

Want a unique shelf
to display your
Model A items?
Here a great idea.

Check out your
dad’s garage, or
grandpa’s barn, or
maybe even tag
along to the next
swap meet to find
an old radiator shell.

This one has a mirror on the back and glass
shelves, but I bet it would look just as
awesome using other materials as well.

Car-Toon

A little Era humor! I¢’s titled “Tragedies
along the road”.

Did you know they actually did sell tents
that included your car as one side?
Apparently people slept in the cars, at
least that’s what the catalogs selling beds
that sit above the seats show. Auto part
catalogs used to sell these items, along
with camping equipment such as dishes
and stoves right along side the car parts!

Camping become much more popular
once cars made it so much easier to
travel. It was one of the first times that
people started to travel just for fun, and
not just to get from one spot to the
other.




Henry’s Made a Lady Out of Lizzie

Did you know that the release of the Model A was such a big event that they even wrote songs about it! This is my
favorite one. The Model A replaced the Model T which was often referred to as a "Tin Lizzie” . [Note: Lizzie was a slang
term for house maid] These songs to emphasized how much difference there was between the old and new vehicle.

If you’d like to hear this song, just go over to Youtube. My favorite is by “The Happiness Boys”, a then famous vaudeville
act. You can find it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ai-nXxGDXSY Another fun version can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWagNpfQG6Fo. Check it out, it fun to hear what Model A Era music sounded like!

Did you know there were a
lot more verses? Walter
O’Keefe apparently enjoyed
writing this song and didn’t
want to stop. I wonder how
often these really got sung.




Here’s a nice copy of a 1931 Model A Ford, Full-Line Brochure. Below you can see the different models and colors
available the last year the Model A was available. It doesn’t show all the colors, but give a good sample! How many of
these different models have you seen?

Puzzle Answers

Six different things:

O
OW




Here’s a 1929 Touring A for you to color!

If you like this, it’s from the 201 2 MAFCA coloring book that can
be downloaded from MAFCA.com!

DNIYN0L 6261
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Model A Ad

This is a great ad from
the June 1931 issue of
Life Magazine.

Looks like this family
is headed to the circus
with their new car.
You can see the kid in
the back, although I
can’t tell you if if’s a
boy or girl. I wonder
if that was done
intentionally?

The tents are a good
clue as to what type of
event it is, but the
elephants are  what
really tells us at
one glance that this
is a circus!

National in Colorado

Did any of you make it to the National
Convention in Loveland this summer? I
hope you had as much fun as I did!

I’d love to see your pictures and hear your
stories! And I promise to put them in A-
World to share with everyone. Send them to:

suleuUNO|A 8Y3 ul Ape pjO ayL

AWorldEditor@hotmail.com

A-WORLD MOVES TO ONLINE ONLY

At the last MAFCA Board of Director’s meeting a difficult decision was reached regarding A-World. Due to the rising costs of
publication and mailing, it was determined that A-World would become a web based publication only. The newest copy can always
be found online at:

http://mafca.com/aworld.html

While I’'m sorry to see the direct mailings discontinued, the plus side is that on the web, the issues will be in full color! If you’d like
a copy sent directly to you via email, just send a note to me at AWorldEditor@hotmail.com and I’ll put you on my email mailing list!
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Rumblie dSeat
Sherry Wink

I've had a busy summer! I
hope you have also, including many rides in your favorite
Model A. This year I've driven the Old Lady in 4 different
states. Some, like Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska are
normal for me. But my tip to Colorado was an

adventure.

My friend Loura and I trailered the Old Lady to the
National at Loveland Colorado. What a great time! Her
daughter Katy came along on her motorcycle. It was the
Old Lady’s first time in the mountains, although not mine!

I have to say the most exciting (translate this to scary!)
thing that happened occurred on the Masonville Loop
Tour, a drive over a back mountain pass. The Old Lady
made it to the top, although she struggled a litdle bit
(turned out the float on the carb was stuck, didn’t figure
this out until the next tour.) There I switched out of the
driving sear with Loura. Halfway down the pass, we
learned why you don’t ride your brakes in the mountains!

You guessed it, we lost them!

It was a scary few minutes flying down that road not
knowing how we were going to stop, but luckily Loura
thought to pull the emergency brake and got us slowed
down enough to turn in a pull-over spot. When we finally
stopped, the brakes were actually smoking! But all’s well
that ends well. Of course several Model A’s pulled over to
check on us and the pickup trailer was called.

The repair tent checked the Old Lady over, adjusted the
brakes, and gave her a clean bill of health. And on the
Grand Tour I took her out again, and this time had no
problems on the trip! Going down hill, it was low gear all
the way!

There were a few other setbacks, but nothing we couldn’t
handle after that first trip! A flat tire at the hotel was
solved by a call to AAA. And when the starter Bendix
went out as we were loading her up to go home, we just
pushed her and popped the clutch. Nothing to it! We're
now experienced Road Trippers and I hope to do more in
the future!
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Quiz Time

Take a half sheet of paper. Number 1-10. Name at the top right

corner.

If you share this A-World with others in your family or
friends, make sure you do not write on the newsletter pages. There are
two ways to take this quiz: 1) Not looking back 2) Looking back as

you take the quiz to find the answers. Try the “not looking” way first!
1) Why did Larry not want to go back to school?
A) Math B) Teacher C) Shoes

2) What was the brand name “Moonbeam” advertising?
A) Pies B) Flashlight C) Signal Finder

3) What brand of shoes is now better known for it’s tires?
A) Firestone B) Goodrich C) Both

4) How old is John Duden now?
A)16 B)17 C)19

5) Which family has snow in their picture(s)?
A) Jones B) Smith C) Johnson.

6) What will cause the tragedy in camp ?
A) Skunk B) Sister C) Wolf

7) Which year car is the brochure for?
A) 1928 B) 1931 C) 1929

8) What's a fun way to display your models and awards”?
A) bumper B) trunk C) Radiator shell

9) What event in Colorado did your editor recently attend?
A) a Regional B) a National C) a Local

10) What Model A is on the coloring page this issue?

A) 1931 Victoria B) 1931 Coupe C) 1929 Touring Car!
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