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all, it was to their bene�t too!  Family dinners at 
Grandma’s were always that much better with ice cold 
lemonade to drink those hot summer days.  And picnics 
with cold potato salad was a treat!  If the harvest was good, 
there would be enough ice to get through July and maybe 
even August would see a last few blocks in the very bottom 
to use making ice cream for the family reunion get 
together.   

"e ice house was built from very thick blocks of 
limestone, built back into the side of a hill.  No windows, 
just a door, also very thick, to keep as much of the 
Nebraska summer heat out as possible.  When the ice 
house was full, you climbed up inside, but by the end of 
the summer, you had to go down the steps and into the 
very back to reach the last of the ice.   

On the weekend that the ice was 
considered thick enough to support the 
weight of the harvesters and thick 
enough to be of use, the men gathered 
all their tools and headed out to the 
farm.  
"ere 

were long ice saws and 
tongs for lifting.  One of 
the Uncles had used an 
old Model T motor and 
built a motorized saw to 

It was a cold month all January.  While that made some 
things harder on the Sitzman farm, it wasn’t all bad.  A cold 
winter meant a good ice harvest for Grandma Roberts’ ice 
house!  Grandma Roberts’ farm was too far in the country to 
have electricity yet.  "e Sitzman kids sometimes wondered 
why Grandma never complained about that, but to 
Grandma Roberts, that is just how life had always been, 
nothing strange about it! 

Oh, it’s not like she didn’t have any modern conveniences.  
She had a kerosene powered refrigerator to keep her food 
cool.  And she had a battery powered radio to listen to in the 
evenings to keep her entertained.  But she still used lanterns 
for light, and a wood stove to cook on.  But the grandkids 
kept the wood pile piled high in the winter, and Dad 
Sitzman always kept an eye on her kerosene supply. 

One old fashioned thing that 
Grandma still insisted on was 
keeping her ice house full.  "e 
kerosene refrigerator had a tiny 
freezer on it, but that just didn’t 
supply an adequate amount of ice to 
Grandma’s satisfaction.  Her farm 
had an ice house built into the side 
of the hill out back behind the barn, 
and each winter, when the large 
pond in the back pasture froze over thick enough, all of her 
relatives would gather for a weekend of ice harvesting.   After 
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score the ice which made the work much quicker and easier, 
although the �nishing cuts still had to be done with the 
hand saw.   

Now ice harvesting was heavy and dangerous work, so only 
adult men were allowed to actually go out on the ice and 
handle the saws.  But that didn’t mean there wasn’t plenty 
of work for the Sitzman kids and others to do.  All the 
women worked in Grandma’s kitchen, working on making 
plenty of nourishing hot soup and fresh bread to serve the 
cold hungry men when they stopped for the noon meal.   

"e kids were kept busy in other ways.  Some hauled 
thermoses of hot co3ee and cocoa out to the men at the 
pond.  "e older kids were put to work loading the ice into 

the back of trucks to make the 
trip to the ice house.  Larry put 
in a full day’s work driving back 
and forth, pulling ice up the 
wooden ramp at the pond and 
sliding it down the ramp into 
the ice house.   

Inside the ice house, the ice blocks were stacked across the 
5oor, then a layer of sawdust was shoveled on top of each 
layer to help insulate the blocks.  "e sawdust also made it 
easier to separate the ice when it was being pulled out 
throughout the summer.  "e smaller kids were very helpful 
in carrying buckets of sawdust in from outside to keep the 
shovelers well supplied.  

Although it was a small ice 
house compared to the large 
commercial ones found up 
north, it still took a full day to 
harvest enough ice to �ll it up.  
At one point, Larry had to take 
the Model A pickup over to 
Dad Sitzman’s sawmill and �ll it up with more sawdust 
from the pile so they had enough to �nish the job.  But 
�nally, not one more block of ice could be stu3ed into the 
building.   "e ice harvest was o6cial complete. 

"e men were all tired and sore, although not as cold as you 
might expect.  All that work of sawing and moving heavy 
blocks of ice kept them sweating all day.  But they all 
changed into clean dry clothes so the sweat didn’t freeze 

once the physical labor 
stopped.   

And then, for the kids at 
least, the best part of the 
day began!  Dad Sitzman 
had built a big brush pile 

close to the smaller end of the pond, where the ice was not 
deep enough to harvest.  "ere was enough ice to skate on 
however and now the work was done, it was time play.   

"e bon�re was lit for warmth, and once it burned down 
into coal, a cooking rack was added and steaks from the fall 
butchering were thrown on sizzling.  Potatoes were baked 
in the coals, and large kettles of cider and cocoa were place 
at the side to stay hot.  And the old folk sat around the �re 
for a while visiting and reminiscing, while the Sitzman kids 
and their cousins skated and threw snowballs at each other 
from behind forts make up of left over ice blocks.   

When the food was done, they �lled up 
with hot food, and then roasted 
marshmallows out of the large tin that 
Grandma Roberts brought out from her 
pantry.   

At the end of the day, mostly it was the ladies driving the 
Model A’s home, with sleeping kids and husbands tired 
out from a full day of work and content in knowing their 
work today would serve up great bene�ts in the near 
future.  And most of them were  surely dreaming of 
homemade ice cream on a hot July day, Larry sure was!! 
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"is great picture was shared by Tom "ompson from 
Yellville Arkansas. James (left) is 16, his sister Kay (seated) is 
18, and their friend Aubrey (right).   . James loves mechanics, 
Kay is more into engines and how to get them to run , Aubrey 
is more into art and any sort of crafts, but can stick to the 
task. "is picture was taken two years ago. "ey still help now 
and then. "ey want to take it in a parade. Tom says he has 
been friends with these great kids for over 10 years! 

Terry Whittington recently go to demonstrate to 
new neighbors what to do the Model A that came 
with their new house.  "at has to be a story in its 
own!  "e A is a 1929 standard Coupe  

Shawn Rinaldi  shared this picture of his  son with 
their 1928 Tudor that his dad bought 37 years ago .  

Laeland Bradsher lives in Holden Beach, North Carolina and loves 
working on his Model A! 

Novalee Booth, age 15 is learning to drive her 
grandfather’s 1930 Model A coupe.  Novalee is also 
taking Automotive classes at Ocean Springs High 
School in Mississippi so she can help maintain the 
car. By learning to drive a standard shift, she will be 
able to drive most anything! 
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Eric Swanson sent in these  pictures of his kids and their Model A but didn’t provide names.  Eric says this 1931 
was purchased by his grandfather who bought this car just a few years before he got very sick.  He passed away 
before �nishing the restoration.  Eric and his family are working completing the project, with the kids very much 
involved in the entire process.  Great job building memories together! 

"ese great pictures were 
sent to me from the 
Ramsey family from 
Oologah Oklahoma.  
Savannah age 11, Sierra 
age 7, and Chance age 3 
all love their Model As!    

Gordon Snyder sent this picture 
of the Fourth of July Parade in 
Rutland Massachusetts. His 
grandson and friends had fun 
riding in the back of his Model 
A pickup!   

Grandpa Bob Martin of Holt Missouri 
is doing his best to get his grandson 
Beckett involved in vintage cars!  
Beckett received this pedal car for 
Christmas this year.  Grandpa said he 
bought it right after Beckett was born, 
almost 3 years ago and has been waiting 
anxiously for him to be old enough to 
drive it!  Beckett was also introduced to 
what a “drive in movie” is all about!  



 5 

 

Karl Von Neumann from Wisconsin says he just turned 27.  He built his car from parts about 5 years ago and in 
2019 put 2400 miles on it.  He says he drives it just like a regular car in good weather. And yes, he knows, it’s a T  
Body, but says under the skin beats the cold steel heart of a Model A. He knows several young guys near him 
building hopped up Model As, at least getting the younger generation involved in vintage body building essentials, 
which keeps the hobby going! 

Connor Kennedy, who is from Canada, says he is 23 years 
old and extremely fortunate to have inherited this piece of 
history.  "e chassis is an early 28 that was supposedly a �rst 
car for his grandfather. "e body came from the states and 
the car was restored in the late 80's. He and his brothers are 
now the owners, but he is the only one who retains interest.  

Connor says “the car guy in me will keep this girl roadworthy 
for the rest of my life!  It has been an awesome experience to 
learn and drive something with no assists and so little 
re�nement. As a mechanic it has taught me how to diagnose 
mechanical issues with no electronics to help point you in the 
right direction. Hearing an old 5athead run is still one of my 
favorite sounds of this world. ” 

N�� Q���� S��

 K�� ��� ��� L��� � S��

 T����! 

Elin Hill is 25, and gets a kick from driving her 
dad’s Model A based speedster in Georgia.   

Ethan Hurley is 
21 and from 
Tennessee.  He 
says he loves 
driving his Model 
A!  

I recently posted on MAFCA’s Facebook page looking for pictures.  Along with all the great pictures of kids in 
their As, I had a number of responses from Model A owners and drivers that aren’t kids any longer but wanted to 
let me know they are still loving their Model As too!  So I decided to add them to their own page!  Check it out! 
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"ese Model A’s are lined up for a nice photoshoot.  But the top picture looks like it’s missing a few things compared to 
the bottom one.  Can you �nd the di3erences?  The answers are on page 11 but don’t peek too soon! 
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How to Shift Your Model AHow to Shift Your Model AHow to Shift Your Model AHow to Shift Your Model A    

 

Have you had the chance to get behind the wheel and practice shifting a Model A?  
It’s never too soon to get ready for that �rst drive! 

"e shift pattern for the Model A is called a “standard H 
pattern”.  As you can see from this picture from an 
original 1929 Model A instruction manual, when you 
look down on the gearshift, and imagine the shape you 
would form if you were writing instead of shifting,  

Here are the instructions from an original Model A 
instruction manual that came with each car: 

Starting the Car—Release the hand brake lever. With the engine running, disengage 
the clutch by pushing down the left foot pedal. Move the gear shift lever to the left and 
back, which is the low speed position as shown in insert in the illustration. Gradually 
release pressure on the clutch pedal, allowing it to return to its normal position, and at 
the same time increase the speed of the engine by pressing lightly on the accelerator. 
Second Speed: When the car has reached a speed of five to eight miles per hour, engage second or intermediate speed 
as follows: Release pressure on accelerator and again disengage the clutch, moving the gear shift lever through neutral to 
the right and forward, second speed position. Allow the clutch pedal gradually to return to its normal position, and increase 
the speed of the car until it is running 12 to 15 miles per hour. 
High Speed: Disengage the clutch as before; at the same time release the pressure on the accelerator and pull the gear 
shift lever straight back from second speed. Then engage the clutch and increase the speed of the engine, as driving 
conditions may require. 
Descending a Hill—When descending long, steep grades, have the transmission in gear, the clutch engaged, and the 
ignition switch on. This allows the engine to turn over against compression and act as a brake. On very steep grades the 
car should be in second speed gear before descent is started. On exceptionally steep grades the low speed should be 
used. This increases the braking action of the engine. Always leave the ignition switch on when descending an incline. 
Shutting off the switch allows raw gas to be drawn into the cylinders, which washes the lubrication off the cylinder walls. 
Also unexploded gas collects in the muffler, and when the switch is again turned on there is a possibility of blowing out the 
muffler, which has become filled with highly explosive mixture. 
To Stop the Car—Disengage the clutch by pressing forward on the left pedal and apply the foot brake by pressing 
forward on the right pedal. Except when a quick stop is necessary, it is advisable to apply the brake gradually. When 
driving on wet or slippery pavement, the speed of the car should be reduced by applying the foot brake before releasing 
the clutch. This method of braking prolongs the life of the brake lining, and is a safety factor. 
In bringing the car to a final stop, keep the clutch disengaged until the gear shift lever has been moved into neutral 
position. To stop the engine, push in on the electro-lock cylinder until it snaps back into the lock position. The driver should 
endeavor to so familiarize himself with the operation of the car that to disengage the clutch and apply the brakes becomes 
automatic—the natural thing to do in case of emergency 

To Reverse the Car—The car must be brought to a stop before attempting to reverse its direction. To shift into reverse, 
proceed as in shifting into low speed, except that the gear shift lever is moved to the left and forward. 
affected. Let the Ford dealer or expert Ford repairman go over your car once a month, making any mechanical 
adjustments necessary to keep your car in proper running order. 
Shifting Back Into Low Speed—When shifting from high to second speed, at car speeds not exceeding 15 miles per 
hour, there should be no hesitation in neutral. The lever should be moved as quickly as possible, from high to second 
speed. Should it be necessary to shift from high to second speed at higher car speeds, it can be done by the following 
method: Disengage the clutch and shift into neutral. Reengage the clutch and at the same time accelerate the engine; 
then disengage the clutch again and shift to second, after which disengage the clutch. With a little experience, this shift 
can be made quietly. 
Do Not Rest Foot on Clutch Pedal— Do not make a practice of resting your foot on the clutch pedal while driving, as this 
may cause the clutch to slip and unnecessarily wear the facing on the discs. This is called ''riding the clutch" and causes 
premature clutch trouble in any make of car. The correct clearance or play for the clutch pedal is approximately 3/4 in. 
That is when the clutch pedal is depressed there should be about 3/4 in. play in the pedal before it starts to disengage the 
clutch. As the clutch facings wear this clearance or play gradually grows less. Consequently it should occasionally be 
checked. Under no circumstances should the car be driven without clearance or play in the clutch pedal. 
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Model A Advertising 

 
Modern motor cars 
were promoted as 
making winter 
driving much safer 
and more 
convenient.  

"e advertisement 
below illustrates 
this with a picture 
of people having 
fun in winter.  "e 
large picture to the 
left has the Model 
A front and center 
of an ice skating 
rink.  You can see 
the road is still 
snow covered, but 
no worries, the 
Model A will get 
you there safely!  
"is picture lets us 
know that this car 
is for more than 
just work, it can 
take you to the fun 
places too!   

Interestingly, the 
text of the ad says 
nothing about 
winter, it just talks 
about the 
lubrication system.  
But back then, 
drivers understood 
the problems of 
having your car 
freeze up in the 
winter.  "e new 
improved systems 
were important to 
winter driving.    



   

 

Answers to Six Different Things 

Not Just an Automobile!Not Just an Automobile!Not Just an Automobile!Not Just an Automobile!    

 
Drivers in the North often needed to get around in some deep snow.  "ere were ingenious ideas of what to do 
with your Model A to accomplish this.  Here are some “add-ons” you could buy for your Model A! 

An antique postcard! 
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This is a picture of a Model A Speedster.  They were not built at the 
factory by Ford, but used Model A’s to make racing cars from. .   You 
can color it any color you want!  Have fun! 



Quiz Time 

 
Take a half sheet of paper. Number 1-10.  Name at the top right corner.  

If you share this A-World with others in your family or friends, make 

sure you do not write on the newsletter pages. "ere are two ways to take 

this quiz: 1) Not looking back 2) Looking back as you take the quiz to 

�nd the answers.  Try the “not looking” way �rst!  

1) What was the harvest at Grandma Roberts’ farm? 

 A) Ice B) Pumpkins  C)  Apples  

2) What did they pack the ice in?  

 A)  Straw   B)  Hay   C)  Sawdust  

3) What kind of special classes is Novalee taking? 

 A) Cooking B) Automotive  C) Accounting  

4) What car activity is Beckett doing with his new pedal car? 

 A)  Driving B) Drive-In "eatre  C)  Changing Tire 

5) How many miles did Karl put on his car last year?  

     A) 2400 B) 5400   C) 500 

6) Who are the judges for the Toytown Tournament?  

 A) Santa Claus B) Mother Goose C) Both A & B  

7) What letter does the shift pattern for a Model A form?  

      A) N   B) H    C) Z 

8) What sport are they doing in the Model A Ad ? 

 A) Skiing  B) Gol�ng   C) Skating 

9) What add-ons could you buy for your Model A to use in 
the snow? . 

 A) Skis   B)  sled runners  C) roller skates 

10) What body type is the Model A on the coloring page?  

 A) Tudor   B) Speedster   C)  Roadster 

Rumble Seat 
Sherry Wink 

 

1e 2nal edition of the year, I apologize for it being 

late.  A few health issues at the end of the year 

pushed my schedule out of whack!  But I’m back on 

track and hope to be back on schedule with 

everything soon!   

I had a great Fall, with the Old Lady and I 

participating in some wonderful activities.  1e 2nal 

occasion saw us in Julian Nebraska, participating in 

the dedication of the new museum in their newly 

restored 1928 gas station.  I appeared as Clara Ford, 

talking about the importance that gas station held in 

the life of small towns in the Model A era.  It was so 

fun to be part of this special event.  And I met quite a 

few people there that were familiar with this 

newsletter, so that made me feel quite good!  I’m glad 

that we are reaching out to the Model A community 

to help keep the hobby strong in our younger 

generations!  If you are doing something special, 

write me and let me know, I’d love to share the 

stories with everyone! 

Answers Answers Answers Answers:1) A, 2) C, 3) B  4) B, 5) A, 6) C, 7) B, 8) A, 9) A 10) B 


